José Feliciano Benefit

Concert To Be Held at the Palace Theatre

The legendary José Feliciano will be performing “live” at the Palace Theatre in Manchester on Friday, November 23rd at 8:00 p.m. Proceeds from the concert will support the vision rehabilitation programs and services of the New Hampshire Association for the Blind. Tickets can be purchased on line at www.palacetheatre.org or by calling the box office at 668-5588. A special pre-concert VIP reception hosted by the Association’s Board of Directors will start at 6:30. Please contact Shelley Proulx or Mary Chase at 224-4039 for more information about the VIP reception. 

About José

José Feliciano has been acclaimed by critics throughout the world as “The greatest living guitarist.” Guitar Player Magazine awarded him “Best Pop Guitarist,” placing him in their “Gallery of the Greats.” He’s been awarded over forty-five Gold and Platinum records; has won sixteen Grammy nominations, earning him six Grammy Awards and is in receipt of countless prestigious awards the world over. 

José was born blind, to humble beginnings on September 10, 1945, in Lares, Puerto Rico. One of eleven boys, his love affair with music began at the age of three when he first accompanied his uncle on a tin cracker can. When he was five, his family immigrated to New York City, young José learned to play the concertina at age six, using a handful of records as his teacher. At eight, he performed for his classmates at PS 57, and at nine, performed at The Puerto Rican Theater in the Bronx. Venturing beyond the accordion, he taught himself to play the guitar with undaunted determination and again, with nothing but records as his teacher, practicing for as many as 14 hours a day. Exposed to the rock-n-roll of the 50’s, José was then inspired to sing.

At 17, José quit school. His father was not working at the time and he needed to help his family. He played in coffee houses in Greenwich Village and for his salary — as was customary during that time period in small clubs — they’d “pass the hat.” He played his first professional engagement that same year in Detroit, Michigan. Shortly thereafter, a music critic writing of his performance at Gerde’s Folk City, referred to him as a “10-fingered wizard who romps, runs, rolls, picks and reverberates his six strings in an incomparable fashion.” And added, “If you want to witness the birth of a star, catch Mr. Feliciano before he leaves tomorrow night.”

Three songs that have been milestones for Feliciano are: 1) “Light My Fire,” which was number one on the charts in

1968 and according to the song publisher, is now a “standard” due to José’s interpretation. 2) “Che Sara,” a mega-success in Europe, Asia and South America and of course, 3) “Feliz Navidad,” the Christmas song that has now become a tradition worldwide during the holiday season every year. 

(This article was taken from website www.josefeliciano. com)

UPCOMING EVENTS

September 20

Volunteer Recognition Reception

McGreal Sight Center

October 5

Seacoast Elder Expo

3:00–7:00 p.m.

Middle School, 155 Parrott Avenue, Portsmouth

October 15

White Cane Day

Open House 2–4 p.m.

McGreal Sight Center,

25 Walker Street, Concord

October 27

Spooky Silent Auction

Grappone Conference Center, Concord

Doors open 8:30 a.m. See insert for more information.

November 8

Annual Meeting

McGreal Sight Center

November 23

An Evening with José Feliciano

Palace Theatre, Manchester

Concert begins 8:00 p.m.

Order tickets at www.palacetheatre.org or call box office at 668-5588.

Call Shelley Proulx for information about Special VIP Pre-concert reception.

Volunteer Profile

“One Of”

John Woods has been a volunteer at the New Hampshire Association for the Blind since February 2006. After working as a CEO in the for-profit world, John decided that he wanted to spend some time giving back and trying to make a difference in people’s lives. 

Previously, John worked as a volunteer at the Veteran’s Home in Tilton. He took his own dog, a German Shepherd, named Buddy (who interestingly enough has visual impairments) up to the Home to meet and greet the veterans of New Hampshire. While he enjoyed that experience immensely, he was looking for a way to establish a longer volunteer 1 to 1 relationship.

John had always been fascinated by a blind person’s ability to get around and be independent. Coincidentally he met a volunteer named Alix Guerin who volunteers in the Association’s Recording Studio. She encouraged John to look into the New Hampshire Association for the Blind, which he did. John first met with Lynne Saltonstall, Volulnteer Administrator and then decided to become an official “NHAB” Volunteer. 

John’s first “assignment” was to transport a client and her dog guide to Manchester for a job interview. Given John’s love of dogs, he immediately said “Yes!” Thus began a long lasting relationship: volunteer-client-dog guide. John even went a step further. He applied for and was accepted as an official “puppy-walker” for the Guide Dog Foundation of Smithtown, NY. John believes that being a dog guide is the “highest calling” for a dog and while the training takes unlimited patience, the rewards are great! Greta, his puppy-in-training, is a constant companion and provides John with yet another opportunity to “give back.”

Currently, John works with a client in southern New Hampshire. His name is Vicente Paratore and he is an artist who is blind. Each time the two meet, they determine a goal and create a plan for the day! One day it might be ordering business cards for Vicente’s art business, giving his dog “Cabrina” a bath, buying art supplies, going to the drug store, completing necessary paperwork or sitting on the seawall and enjoying the ocean. Whatever they do, they have a ball. John says that “Every day is a good day with Vicente.” 

Vicente is busy making plans for a winter visit to his birth country, Argentina. John assists with the paper work and is researching how to insure that Cabrina will safely travel to Argentina and back to the U.S. 

John laughingly refers to them as “the odd couple.” From John’s perspective, every person has a handicap; Vicente’s is just more visible. As John watches Vicente mix paints, he marvels at his talent and simply cannot believe this man is blind.

“Vicente is,” declared John, “…one of the 3 or 4 most interesting people that I have ever had the good fortune to meet.” For John the volunteer experience is a win/win. He remarked that many of life’s lessons have been learned during his time with this person who is an artist, a very inspiring man and who just happens to be blind.

“You have to be blind to be cool.”

Luis Raymundo

Sitting in a local restaurant and sipping a Caribbean flavored smoothie, Luis Raymundo quietly remarked, “We built a canoe and it floated!” At a glance, Luis seemed very matter-of-fact but then a twinkle appeared and the corners of his mouth turned up. “It must be all the epoxy we put on it!”

The infamous canoe was built last summer, at the Inter-Actions Camp, by campers who were blind and visually impaired. During the school year some of the campers get together every few months to play Goal Ball. And this summer, Luis is working as a CIT (Counselor-In-Training) during the camp’s new music session. Luis and other campers are constructing special African drums under direction of Glenn Gunn from the New Hampshire Association for the Blind and Steve Ferris, from the University of Vermont, who is a guest artist at Inter-Actions.

Luis is a 15 year old young man from Manchester who is visually impaired. But nothing stops him. He takes advantage of every opportunity that comes his way. He builds canoes, plays the clarinet, marches in the marching band and even attended the National Federation of the Blind Youth Slam at Johns Hopkins University for several days earlier this summer. Luis was the only student from New Hampshire chosen for this leadership camp for boys interested in math and science. 

When Luis is not at club meetings (Sierra Club, City Year and SCA, the Student Conservation Association or CLC) to name a few, he enjoys hanging out with friends, three of whom are also visually impaired. Luis likes to say, “You have to be blind to be cool.” Though prone to using the Jack Benny one-liner from time to time, Luis is a serious student. He reads Braille and likes to announce that he is bi-lingual: Spanish, English, and Braille. 

At school, he prefers Large Print text books and uses his laptop to take notes in class, as well as a CCTV and Zoomtext software for homework assignments. Susan Sherry, an Orientation & Mobility Specialist at the New Hampshire Association for the

Blind, has worked with Luis since September 2006. The day we met, Ms. Sherry had brought a new white cane for Luis to try. After the interview, the two of them headed out onto the rain-soaked streets of Concord to navigate their way to the car and back to Manchester. The white cane guides Luis on city streets as well as on hikes in the mountains of New Hampshire. He likes to hike in a group and carries his cane in his backpack. 

Luis has three brothers, one older and two younger. His father and mother, an electrician and an LNA, are very proud of their sons, and encourage their many talents. Sometimes though, Luis says his mother “rolls her eyes” at their antics!

4th Blind Awareness Walk a Huge Success!
More than 400 walkers turned out for the New Hampshire Association for the Blind’s 4th Annual Blind Awareness Walk held in Concord on Saturday June 2nd. Walkers from across the state participated including one hundred walkers friends of the Red Arrow Diner in Manchester.

This year’s walk was dedicated to Jesse Isabelle, a 14 year old client who passed away last year, just a few days after participating in the walk. His mother, Carol Sheehan, owns the Red Arrow 24-Hour Diner in Manchester.

Special Awards were given to Jesse’s Angels from the Red Arrow for “largest team”; The Eyes Have It from the Eye Center of Concord for most creative team name; Jesse’s Angels for the team with the most sponsorships and Frank Haley, from Andover for most money raised by an individual. Tim O’Malley, a Concord Police officer won the raffle for “Breakfast for 2 for a year at the Red Arrow Diner” with Stephanie Hurd of Portsmouth winning the 50/50 raffle. Proceeds from the Walk will support the many vision rehabilitation services provided to adults and children living with blindness in New Hampshire.

Thank You!

Major Event Sponsors: Outback Steakhouse, 93.3 The Wolf, and Off the Cuff.

Gold Sponsors: Cleveland, Waters and Bass, P.A., Lions Sight & Hearing Foundation of NH, Lions Club of Exeter, Lions Club of Rye, Northeast Delta Dental, Rymes Heating Oils, Inc., and The Eye Center of Concord.

Silver Sponsors: A.G. Edwards & Sons, Inc. Nashua, Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shield, Associated Grocers of New England, Inc., Catholic Medical Center, Henniker Septic Services, Inc., AmbuTech, John Spallone, Liberty Mutual Group, Merchants Automotive Group, and New Hampshire Hospital Association.

Bronze Sponsors: AdaptiVision, Cobb Hill Construction, Inc., Concord Coachmen Chorus, Gayle Kimball, Globe Manufacturing Company, LLC, Hampshire Fire Protection, and Merrimack County Savings Bank.

Gifts In Kind: Advantage Signs, Inc., AmbuTech, American Red Cross, Concord Chapter, Fox Country Smoke House, Glass Graphics of Conway, Hannaford Supermarkets, Home Depot, John Holm Insurance, Kallico Pottery, Lakes Region Coca-Cola, NH Highland Games, Panera Bread, Phil Spurr, Sam’s Club, Shaws Supermarkets, Starbucks, and Susan Manchester.

Clients Art Exhibit

On a lovely afternoon this spring, those who attended the May 9th Arts Exhibit

at the Portsmouth Public Library gained a new understanding of the independence of people who are blind and visually impaired. As mentioned in the May 14th issue of the Portsmouth Herald “It’s a shame the display was up for only a few hours on a single day. Inspiration isn’t always easy to come by and these two artists had plenty to share.” 

The afternoon exhibit featured quilter/craftsman, Anna Krebs of Stratham showing her quilts and other handiwork which she had carefully displayed by season. Each of Anna’s hand crafted dolls reveal a bit of her creative side and come equipped with a white cane, the symbol of blindness. The canes are crafted from round chopsticks and painted white. This is a unique way to raise blind awareness in the use of a white cane.

Also featured was artist Vicente Paratore of Derry. Paratore, born in Argentina, displayed a variety of his paintings and masks. Vicente amazed everybody by demonstrating his unique painting technique.

Vicente has been visually impaired for close to 22 years. He is assisted by his guide dog Cabrina, a beautiful black lab that rarely leaves his side. Vicente often says, “He is my head and I am the tail.”

Toby Hatchett of the Portsmouth Herald noted that “these two (Anna and Vicente) are living examples of the mission statement of the New Hampshire Association for the Blind whose purpose is to “advance the independence of persons who are blind and visually impaired.”

Memorial and Tribute Gifts

These thoughtful gifts are in memory of a loved one or honor special occasions or individuals. They represent another important way to support the mission of the Association and essential vision rehabilitation services. Tributes to the following individuals were received from

January 1, 2007 to May 31, 2007. To all of our donors, thank you.

In Honor Of:

Janet Akins

Mrs. Betsey G. Barnhill

All the brave Men and Women

Mr. Shiv Basu

Eva Bureau

Mr. George Bureau

Glenna Cantlin

Ms. Eleanor S. Beaton

Kimberly Kerepka

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Fletcher

Beula Cox

Mrs. Terral Becker

Ed Dompkouski

Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Newman

M. R. Easter

Ms. Barbara A. Kingsbury

Dylan Foss

Miss Kimberly A. Dyer

Helen Friedman

Mr. Eugene Friedman

Alfred Gagnon

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas R. Covell

Janet Gilchrist

Mrs. Leslie Noucas

Diane Gissler

Mr. Fred C. Gissler

Helen Hutchins

Ms. Elizabeth Langille

David Jenne

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur H. Lively

Leah Kleiman

Ms. Mary B. Platt

Hollie Kraatz

Mrs. Patricia Costa

Lydia L. Lachance

Mr. & Mrs. Roland G. Lachance

Deborah Lovewell

Mr. Robert Lovewell

Robert Metivier

Mrs. Jennie Metivier

Albert Moreau

Ms. Rita A. Moreau

Mother

Ms. Claire I. Sheldon

Amy Nichols and Sheba

Mrs. Nancy Fischer

Tom Noonan

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Noonan

Josey Murrey Pelillo

Mr. Joe Pelillo

Merton Pike

Mrs. Ruth Pryor

Claire Roberge

Mr. Albin D. Johnson

Joanne Schafer

Mrs. Meriden G. Tibbetts

Margaret Tebbetts

Ms. Martha N. Dodge

Frank and Betty Yeaw

Ms. Sue Heaton

In MEMORY Of:

Rose Aboelahad

Ms. Marie Abbene

Dennis Allen

Mr. Leonard R. Parker, Sr.

Mr. & Mrs. W. N. Thompson

Elizabeth Allen

Ms. Avery Elise Morgan

Ronald E. Anderson

Mrs. Joan C. Anderson

Blanche H. Argiropolous

Fresh Brands Distributing, Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Harrington

Mr. & Mrs. George Miller

Florence Ash

Home Health Group at Havenwood 

Philip N. Atwood

The Family of Barbara Atwood

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Gline, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Kelly

Intersecurites, Inc.

Russell W. Badger

Mrs. Marion R. Badger

Rosalia Bartnick

Mrs. Blanche T. Beaudoin

William H. Beals

Mrs. Christine K. Beals

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur E. Bean, Sr.

Mr. & Mrs. Erville H. Smith

R. J. Bechard

Mrs. Gertrude R. Bechard

Norman E. Belletete

Mrs. Joyce A. Belletete

Antoinette Berube

Ms. Jacqueline D. Bergeron

Charles H. Blakslee

Mrs. Rita Blakslee

Eva Bleau

George and Linda Svok

Maurice Boucher

Mrs. Claire A. Boucher

Helen B. Bradley

Mr. & Mrs. Hollis E. Harrington, Jr.

Elizabeth Brooks

Mrs. Carrie B. Rowe

Linda Brown

Mrs. Margaret S. St. Sauveur

Paul Brown

Mr. & Mrs. Donald P. Brown

Wally Brown

Dr. Carolyn W. Brown

Walter Bruce

Ms. Aldea O. Fowler

James M. Buckley

Ms. Bernice Buckley

Don and D’Zay Bull

Mr. & Mrs. Andre Labrecque

Eva M. Breau

Ms. Jeannette Byrnes

Ouida and Bill Greer

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph J. Kowalis, III

Michael Buzzell

Mrs. Priscilla Buzzell

Russell Cady

Ms. Helen R. Cady

Lena LaShina Calderance

Ms. Verna Carbone

Jack L. Carlisle

Ms. Theda Carlisle

Joan P. Carll

Mr. Robert W. Carll

Margaret B. Carnevale

Miss Frances R. Finn

Denise Caron

Mr. & Mrs. Andre Caron

Katherine B. Cawley

Robert & Rae Catherine Christy

Thomas & Alice Coughlin

Ms. Lynn Kenney

Mr. Wallace A. McKenzie, Jr.

Eileen & Michael Morin

Nashua Garden Club

Ms. Barbara Strickland

Trinity Hill School

Chad

Mr. & Mrs. A.W. Scarborough

Rita Champagne

Ms. Dorothy Bartlett

Mr. Alphonse Champagne

Arthur & Patricia Cutter

Andrew and Helen Chaplick Family

Mr. Joseph S. Chaplick

Janice Chasse

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Fletcher

Helen Christiansen

Mr. & Mrs. Irving T. McDowell

Francis G. Cleveland

Mrs. Alfred Cohen

George Corey

Mrs. Emma Corey

David J. Cox

Meridian Land Services, Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. George Tranchemontagne

Mr. & Mrs. David J. Whit

Wiggin & Nourie, P.A.

Mr. Bruce C. Willey

Ethel Cushing

Mr. & Mrs. David L. Anthony

Leigh Damren

Mrs. Eunice S. Damren

Ms. Carmelle L. Desfosses

Brother Conrad Desfosses, S.C.

Ms. Carmelle L. Desfosses

Aunt Dot

Mrs. Barbara A. Laroche

David W. Dow

Ms. Theresa D. Fales

Cara Dowes

Ms. Patricia Jamseson

Medire Dufour

Ms. Phyllis D. Lowell

Lillian Duhamel

Mr. Robert Duhamel

Lena M. & Walter L. Durant

Mrs. Grace I. Brown

Robert Elliott

Mrs. Ardys P. Elliott

Mildred Eredin

Mr. & Mrs. R. C. Huggins

Frank A. Finger

Ms. Nikki Finger

Grant Fizz

Mrs. Ruby Fizz

Nedra Flaker

Ms. Susan Goebel

Wesley D. Flanders, Sr.

Mr. Wesley D. Flanders

John Folsom

Mr. & Mrs. Earl L. Clough

Jeannette Forest

Mr. Michael J. Thomas

Christine M. Fournier

Mr. Charles G. Fournier

Harris L. Fowler

Mrs. Aldea O. Fowler

Richard W. Frazier

Mrs. Pearl Fraziere

The Gabriel Family

Ms. Sadie Gabriel

Doris Garfield

Mr. Alan Garfield

Margaret Garrahan

Mr. Leo T. Garrahan

Philip George

Mrs. Elinor George

James Glispin

Ms. Lorraine Hardy

Frederick S. Gray, M.D.

Mr. Frederick S. Gray, Jr.

Stuart Gray

Mrs. Winifred G. Gray

Patricia Guptill

Mr. Warren R. Guptill

Sally D. Hall

Mrs. Sally C. Bell

The Ham Family

Mr. & Mrs. Charles W. Ham

Rodney L. Hardy

Mrs. Elizabeth J. Hardy

Elwin G. Harlow, Jr.

Ms. Margaret M. Harlow

Townes Harris

Mrs. Joan V. H. Harris

Jenny Harrison

Mr. & Mrs. James J. Harrison

Walter E. Hayes

Mr. Robert E. Hayes

Robert Hillegass

Mrs. Evelyn M. Sanford

Beatrice B. Hodge

Mr. & Mrs. Fenton A. Hodge

Dorothy Hopley

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel J. Parr

Dan Hugus

Ms. Edith S. Hugus

Charles J. & Stella D. Hull

Mr. & Mrs. William C. Hull

Husband

Ms. Mayola Beard

John Hutchins

Ms. Elizabeth Langille

Paul M. Ilsley

Mrs. Midlred F. Ilsley

Bertha James

Ms. Barbara Morrell

Charlie Jameson

Ms. Anne Deschuiteneer

Ralph Jenkins

Mr. David Jenkins

Ms. Dorothy Silver

Joan Johnson

Mr. Warren E. Johnson

Alice Jones

Mrs. Fern Jones

Barney Jones

Ms. Ruth E. Jones

Ray E. Jones

Mrs. Betty T. Jones

Constant Joyce

Mrs. Mary H. Joyce

Catherine Keefe

Mr. & Mrs. James Keefe

Arthur Keeler

Mrs. Mary T. Keeler

John W. Kelly

Mrs. Theresa S. Kelly

Joan W. Krieger

Mrs. Barbara Graybill

LaCasse Family

Ms. Rene LaCasse

Mary E. Landers

Miss Lillian T. Dilworth

Rosalie Laverture

Mr. Melvin Perkins, Sr.

Albert & Ruth Leddy

Mr. & Mrs. Neal E. Dobson

Gerald J. Ledger

Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Ledger

Helen & Homer Lemieux

Ms. Pauline Schanda

Evelyn Letarte

Ms. Lorraine Holt

Mr. & Mrs. Lucien Langlois

Ms. Theresa LeTarte

Mr. Alfred Lindsay

Jules Levesque

Mr. & Mrs. Donald P. Ravenelle

James K. Lillios

Mr. Evangelos Lillios

Loved Ones

Mr. & Mrs. Roland Robinson

Beth D. Lovewell

Mr. Robert Lovewell

Holly A. MacKay

Ms. Barbara L. Hill

Donald MacLeod

Mrs. Rita MacLeod

Doris MacNeill

Mr. Vernon C. MacNeill, Jr.

Thomas Madore

Mrs. Louise H. Bailey

Jack Manning

Mrs. Joseph t. Cullinan

Walter Marcuse

Ms. Rita K. Marcuse

Wendy Martin

Ms. Jeanie A. Faucher

Grace M. Marvin

Mr. & Mrs. William E. Marvin

Leonard Masters

Ms. Lilo M. Masters

Ruth E. Matson

Ms. Carol Matson Brunton

Leo Maynard

Mrs. Mary Maynard

Miriam McFann

Ms. Dorothy C. Johnson

Elizabeth Yates McGreal

Mr. Theodore F. Hoffman

Theresa A. McGuigan

Mr. & Mrs. Roger Cassidy

Edgar Meyerhoefer

David & Norma Kane

Mae Monbouquette

Mr. & Mrs. W. N. Thompson

R. John Moody

Ms. Norma J. Reed

Louise & Lorenzoa Morin

Mrs. Evelyn Morin

Helen H. Morse

Mr. & Mrs. Barclay H. Morse

Lois M. Morse

Mr. Anthony Morse

Maurice L. Moynihan

Mrs. Beatrice G. Moynihan

Margaret L. Muh

Mr. & Mrs. Robert B. Muh

Ruth Munter

Mr. Carl Munter

Mary E. Murphy

Mrs. Anne L. Murphy

Stefan Mykolyszyn

Mr. & Mrs. John Mandzy

Julie Narkunas

Ms. Gladys Errington

Irene Newcomb

Ms. Joanne P. Janelle

Grace E. Nicoll

Mr. Robert J. Nicoll

Paul K. Nikias

Mrs. Kathryn McLellan

Arthur R. Noel

Mrs. Marguerite M. Noel

Evanegline Ntapalis

Mr. George N. Ntapalis

Alena Parent

Mrs. Malvina A. Cherrette

Parents

Mr. Jerry Figueroa

Adelaide Peale

Mr. Richard N. Peale

Richard C. Pease

Mrs. Marjorie M. Pease

Lena S. Pelletier

Mr. & Mrs. Everett R. Hurlbut, Jr.

Leo Perreault

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hanratty

Norman Piper

Wolfeboro Oil Co., Inc.

Samuel Plonsky

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Martin

Susan Plourde

Mr. & Mrs. Alfred E. Plourde

Lucienne Poirier

Mr. Gerard Turcotte

Josephine Potter

Joan & Don Corb

Ms. Patricia B. Dimartile

Annette & Paul Hodess

Beverly Pstregowski

Ms. Elaine Fitzgerald

Bob Raiche

Dr. Norman G. Michaud

David W. Rajaniemi

Mr. & Mrs. Maurice Barrett

Mr. Myron L. Estabrook, Jr.

Richard Ramsay

Mr. & Mrs. David N. Nelson

Edith S. Randall

Mr. Anthony T. Randall, Jr.

Father Roger Roy

Mr. & Mrs. Donald A. Boucher

Shirley E. Ruiter

Ms. Debra L. Perron

Anthony Scarlotto

Ms. Rosemary Plaisted

William F. Schulz

Mr. Paul Schulz

Edith Sideris

Mr. George E. Sideris

Jack Solomon

Mrs. Florence J. Lipsky

Ralph E. Spinney

Mrs. Margaret G. Spinney

Jeanne St.Germain

Mr. Joseph H. St. Germain

Celestine St. John

Mrs. Sylvia St. John

Eleanor Steckevicz

Mrs. Emma A. McCaughney

Jean Steer

Mr. Roger H. Wingate

Clinton H. Stevens

Mrs. Alice Stevens

John Suanet

Mrs. Anna M. Suanet

Ida F. Taggart

Mrs. Geraldine M. Hall

Mrs. Loretta L. Kenison

Tally

Mrs. Carol Bell

Maurice Tanguay

Ms. Doris A. Tanguay

William S. Tassie

Mrs. Barbara L. Tassie

George F. Theriault, Sr.

Mrs. Ray G. Theriault

Irene Thornton

Mr. William Thornton

Elsie Thurlow

Mr. Paul P. Thurlow

Marion Tollerton

Mr. Henry Guimond

John Toomey

Ms. Kathleen Toomey

Maria Toussaint

Mrs. Lorraine T. Kelley

Clyde P. Trueax

Mrs. Faith M. Trueax

H. James Tyler

Mrs. Marie C. Tyler

Mitchell Vincent

Ms. Jane V. McIlwaine

Ed Vochon

Mr. & Mrs. Alfred W. St. Cyr

Sam Waldron

Mr. David McPhail

Dora M. Walsh

Ms. Doreen M. Walsh

Keith & Scott Waterhouse

Mrs. Ruby Fizz

Chet Whitcher

Ms. Esther C. Hepworth

Robert Whittington

Ms. M. B. Rose

Pauline Wilder

Leo & Penny Demers

Mrs. Rosalind P. Hanson

Dan & Sue Parr

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Scammon

Mrs. Bernadine White

Elizabeth Yates

Mrs. Annette C. Young

Anthony & Bertha Zotto

Mr. A. Michael Zotto

Charitable Remainder Trusts

What is a Charitable Remainder Trust?

A Charitable Remainder Trust (CRT) is a tax-saving alternative for people who want to make a substantial gift to a charitable organization. It can be a powerful tool for many individuals, especially those who have highly appreciated assets like stock or real estate.

A CRT is an irrevocable trust. This means that once it is set up and a charitable gift is made, it cannot be undone. In order to realize its full potential, a CRT requires special legal, accounting and tax administration. Your investment professional, attorney and tax adviser should all be included in discussions about whether this option is right for you.

Gifts to a CRT can be made in cash, but more often consist of highly appreciated stock, real estate or a closely held business interest. In exchange for a charitable gift, the CRT pays income to the trust income beneficiary (usually you and your spouse as donors) for a fixed period or for life. At the end of the trust (which is usually your lifetime), the remaining assets pass to one or more of the charities you have chosen. Here are some of the benefits a CRT offers:

How a CRT Works

DONOR.

• Makes a gift to a CRT.

• Receives income tax deduction.

• Receives income.

TRUST.

• Sells assets (does not pay capital gains tax).

• Reinvents the proceeds into an income-producing vehicle.

• Pays income to the donor.

CHARITY.

• Receives remaining trust balance when donor dies or at the end of the trust term.

If you would like additional information regarding charitable remainder trusts, please contact Shelley Proulx, Vice President for Development at 224-4039 or sproulx@sight

center.org.

(Taken from: www.pacificlife.com)

New Board, Volunteers & Staff

Board 

Doreen Manetta-Nashua

The New Hampshire Association for the Blind recently named Doreen Manetta to the Board of Directors. Ms. Manetta is a Market Manager/Vice President for Ocean National Bank, Manchester, NH.

Volunteers

The spring of 2007 brought many new volunteers! We welcome: Sonia Ascher, Margaret Bickford, Zadiah Eisenberg, Persis Gow, Priscilla Hamilton, Ann McGrath, Randy Pierce, and Jill Paladino. 

Staff

Peggy Foster — NHAB Driver.

Mary Chase — Special Events Coordinator/Donor Database Administrator.

Stephanie Hurd — Volunteer Coordinator, Seacoast Office.

Nancy Wittmershaus — Bilingual (Spanish)Teacher of the Visually Impaired/Orientation & Mobility Specialist.

McGreal Society Holds Special Luncheon

A special McGreal Society luncheon was held on May 17th at the McGreal Sight Center to thank and honor special contributors who have included the Association in their estate plans or who have made a planned gift such as a gift annuity or trust.

The McGreal Society is named after William McGreal and his wife Elizabeth Yates McGreal. Mr. McGreal was the Association’s first Executive Director. His wife was a noted author who served on the Board of Directors for over 30 years.

President George Theriault and Board Chair Bob Cholette presented recent news updates about the Association and shared the Association’s plans for the future. A new video featuring five clients telling their personal stories of independence after blindness was shown. Frank Spain and Janet Akins spoke to the group about their experiences of living independently with blindness.

In Memory

Jo Ann Adcock

October 26, 1941–July 28, 2007

Jo Adcock served as a member of the Board of Directors of the New Hampshire Association for the Blind since 1996. She was Chair of the Client Services Committee, 2000 to 2006; and had served as Vice Chair of the Board’s Executive Committee. 

In these roles, Jo worked tirelessly to provide more services to clients throughout New Hampshire and powerfully championed their needs. Her legacy will not be forgotten.
